Parent School
Newsletter #4 – Questioning
...A Monthly Parent Education Newsletter to help explain the what, why and how of your child’s new reading vocabulary.
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Questions help a reader clarify ideas and deepen understanding.
If you ask questions as you read, you are awake, you are thinking.
Diving in with questions-even those that are unanswerable-enriches the reading
experience.
In their quest to make sense of their world, they bombard those around themyoung children are master questioners. Why are there clouds? Do fish sleep?
Why is the sky blue? Frequently, parents have no idea how to answer these
endless questions. In desperation they might change the subject or come up with
a feeble dodge to get off the hook. In fact, those questions show a child’s
brilliance. As a parent, you want to encourage them to ask the real questions,
those questions that really puzzle them, even if you can’t answer them.
Wonder keeps the imagination alive and curiosity well-tuned.
Asking questions is how you make sense of the world.
Questions lead you to new ideas, new perspectives, and additional questions.
Some questions don’t have easy answers. But all questions inspire thinking,
generate discussion, or lead you to other sources.
Share your questions with your child, showing him/her that even you have
questions when you read.
Encourage your child to ask questions as he reads is part of a larger task:
inspiring wonder. There are so many things to wonder about: I wonder what a
black hole is. I wonder why people risk their lives to climb Mt. Everest. I wonder
how life began...Before you start reading a book with your child, play the “I
Wonder” game.
Questions send readers on quests. They cause readers to seek, pursue and
search for answers or for deeper understanding.
Help your child fall in love with the story-share the excitement. Questions keep
you turning the pages to find out what happens next.
There’s no doubt about it: Kids love to generate their own questions! Questioning
makes reading fun. But to know how to question, your child needs to hear your
questions first. This is not about asking your child to answer your questions.
Instead, it’s about modeling what it means to be curious by sharing the questions
you have while you read. Don’t rush the answers right away. Pose several
questions and then let your child take a turn asking questions that come to
his/her mind. You’re showing your child how to be an active player in the world
of reading.
This type of questioning is not intended to be drill practice where parents ask
students a series of comprehension questions about the book, but where children
take an active role as the person posing the questions.

Based on The 7 Keys to Comprehension by Zimmerman and Hutchins. Developed by J. Jones, Swift Creek Elementary School, WCPSS, February 2008.

